
CALIFORNIA PIONEERS OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

 

2012 ANNUAL 

HISTORY ESSAY CONTEST 
 

$2,250.00  IN PRIZES 

       
DEADLINE - April 15, 2012        

 
FOURTH GRADE …………………………… WINNER - $100.00, plus two luncheon meals, plus a subscription 
of the Trailblazers newsletter; 

CLASSROOM – FIELD TRIP TO WESTWARD HO! (up to 
$400) 

 
HIGH SCHOOL ……………………………… WINNER - $250.00, plus a luncheon meal, plus a subscription of 
the Trailblazers newsletter; 

CLASSROOM - $250  
 

JR. COLLEGE / COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY .. WINNER - $500.00, plus a luncheon meal, plus a subscription of 
the Trailblazers newsletter; 

TEACHER - $100 
 

ADULT / ADULT EDUCATION …………… WINNER - $500.00, plus a luncheon meal, plus a subscription of 
the Trailblazers newsletter. 

 
 

RULES 

 



CONTENTS - Each essay must be: 

 Minimum 3000 words, Maximum-10,000 words (approximately10-30 pages text) 
 Double spaced.          
 One inch margins. 
 Original content. 
 Typewritten. 
 

 1. COVER SHEET on top (which will be removed by the Pioneers) which contains information 
the Pioneers needs in   order to contact you: 
 

California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 
Essay Contest 

Category: [choose one: High School Entry; or College/University Entry; or Adult/Adult Education Entry] 
Year 

Title of Your Essay 
   [Lower left corner:] 
   Author’s Name 
   Author’s Address 
   Author’s Phone Number 
   Author’s Email 
   (Name of School, if any) 
   (If there is a Teacher Advisor, we need the name and email of that teacher) 
 
   2. TITLE PAGE which is just under cover sheet, which contains information you want the public 
to know, should your   essay be selected as a winning essay and placed in the main public library in 
San Jose and on our website: 
 

California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 
Essay Contest 

Category: [choose one: High School Entry; or College/University Entry; orAdult/Adult Education Entry] 
Year 

Title of Your Essay 
 
   [Lower left corner:] 
   Author’s Name 
   Author’s Address (only if you want the public to know) 
   Author’s Phone Number (only if you want the public to know) 
   Author’s Email (only if you want the public to know) 
   (Name of School, if you want the public to know) 
   (If there is a Teacher Advisor, only the name of that teacher) 
 
 3. Table of Contents. 
 4. Text begins with a short introduction, preface, or summary. 
 5. Footnotes (if any), using the Turabian style. (See www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html) 
 6. Bibiography, in Turabian style. 
 7. List of Sources (if any) such as persons, books or other items consulted. 
 
 
FOR FOURTH GRADE: 
 (Rules for other Contest categories can be found above) 
 



SUBJECT 
 A specific topic that is selected each year, just for that year.  The topic for 2011-2012 is “The Importance 
of Water to the Early People of California.” 
 
APPLICANTS 
 You must be enrolled in the fourth grade in a school within Santa Clara County.  Only one essay may be 
submitted per school.  Therefore, if the teacher or teachers in fourth grade have more than one student prepare an 
essay, the teacher(s) must select only one essay to submit t



   2. TITLE PAGE which is just under cover sheet, which contains information you want the public 
to know, should your   essay be selected as a winning essay and placed in the main public library in 
San Jose and on our website: 
 

California Pioneers of Santa Clara County 
Essay Contest 

Fourth Grade Entry 
Year 

Title of Your Essay 
 
   [Lower left corner:] 
   Author’s Name 

Name of School (if you want it to be public knowledge) 
Name of Teacher Advisor 

    
 
 3. Do not include a table of contents. 
 4. Text begins with a two or three sentence summary. 

5. Include footnotes or endnotes (if you have any); the notes can be, but does not have to be in 
Turabian style. 

(See  www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html) 
 6. Include a bibliography or a list a list of sources such as persons, books or other items consulted 
(if any); the  
  bibliography can be, but does not have to be in Turabian style. 
 
 
ALL CATEGORY APPLICANTS MUST ADHERE TO THESE RULES: 
 
All applicants must submit two separate paper copies and one electronic versions (in Microsoft Word or 
equivalent) of his/her essay.  One paper copy may go into the Pioneer Archives and the second into The 
California Room of the San Jose Martin Luther King Library, San Jose.   The electronic copy will be 
circulated to the essay judges and may be uploaded to the California Pioneers website.  None of the essays 
will be returned.  
 
When done writing your essay, you have to do two things: 

 
1.  Mail or deliver two paper copies to: 

 
Pioneers Essay 
Mary Lou Lyon 
879 Lily Avenue 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
 
AND 
 
2. Email an electronic attachment in Microsoft Word (or 



Each Fourth Grade Category paper copy must be stapled.  For all other essay categories, each 
paper copy must be stapled, or large ACCO clipped together, or affixed within an essay folder with a see-
through cover, so the essay does not come apart. 
 All paper copy essays must be postmarked or hand delivered on or before April 15, 2012.  All 


