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SANTA CLARA COUNTY  
NORTH WEST SPECIAL EDUCATION LOCAL PLAN AREA  

 

INTERPRETERS 
 
An acute national shortage of bilingual psychologists, speech and language pathologists and 
special education teachers requires reliance on interpreters. Informed participation by an interpreter will 
assist in appropriate administration of assessment instruments.  It is imperative that interpreters be sensitive 
to the cultural and linguistic differences which may influence assessment decisions, enhance parental input, 
and contribute to educational planning. 
 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTING INTERPRETERS  
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o Excessive reinforcement – type and frequency. 
o Excessive cueing or prompting the child (verbally or with gestures). 

 
During Testing – The assessment team member makes the following observations of the child: 

�x Mixing of two languages. 

�x Use of gestures for purposes of communication. 
 
After Testing – Note observations by the interpreter. 
 
MINIMIZING INTERPRETATION ERRORS DURING CONFERENCING  

1. Introduce conference participants. 
2. Seating arrangements are critical. The interpreters should not block the parent from the school person.  

Parents must be able to see both the interpreter and speaker. 
3. Address your remarks and questions directly to the parents. Even though you are using an interpreter, 

you want to communicate with the parents, not the translator. When parents ask questions, look 
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