
 

June 3, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Santa Clara County Community, 
  
For the past two months Santa Clara County has come together to focus on the health and 
safety of our community, pandemic response, and recovery interventions.  However, the death 
of George Floyd and subsequent unrest across the country and around the world turns our 
attention, once again, to a pervasive issue that poses a specific threat to Black Americans and 
communities of color. To uproot oppressive mindsets and institutional and systemic racism 
requires significant, intentional, and focused work. This is a call to action; to reflect on our own 
social locations, examine how we use the power it affords us, and implore friends, neighbors, 
colleagues and children to challenge injustice and demand respect, dignity, and equal 
opportunity for every person. 
 
We join voices with our districts, community leaders and stakeholders to publicly denounce the 
actions of the Minnesota police officers and resulting death of George Floyd, and acknowledge 
all black lives taken as a result of police brutality. 
 
The Santa Clara County Office of Education is committed to not only standing for an end to the 



 

invite you to review the resources below and, more importantly, to engage in both dialogue and 
action as we work for a more equitable society. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools 
Santa Clara County Office of Education 
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● “Teaching Young Children About Bias, Diversity, and Social Justice” - helps teach the 
understanding of differences and social justice through literature, news stories, anti-
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